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SaifSsbgXe
THE PBOFESSOB.

MyDearVaxe: A lino in haste. If yea
can possibly manage it, como do'svn here by
the 4 o'clock train. My mother's diamond
has been stolen. Don't bring a detective;
tto'JI try it ourselves first. Telegraph if you
can come. Yours in haste, H. Cargill.

My friend Harold was waiting for mo when
I reached the little station about 7 o'clock hi
the evening, and on tho drive homo I learned
a few more, particulars. Tho robbery had
taken place, as far as could be judged, either
during the night before last or on tho preced-

ing day. Tho house and tho effects of tho
servants had been searched without avail,
and Harold had only waited my arrival be-

fore taking further steps. "Wo talked tho
matter over at great length, both on oar way
homo and after dinner. That ono of the ser-

vants was guilty seemed to mo quite evident,
but I could convince neither of the others on
this point.

Mrs. Cargill left us soon to our wine, and I
continued my endeavors without avail to
prove to Harold that strict measures should
at once bo taken with all tho servants. He
contended that a thorough search had already
been made.

'My dear fellow," I said at length, 'you
should have allowed mo to uso my discretion
in .he matter, and I v.ou'd have brought you
down a French detective or two."

"And vi hat would your detectives havo
done? Made up a nice storj', implicating ono
or all of tho serwmts, and probably tho gar-

dener as an out-do- agent, but not found the
diamond. Now where is tho use of investiga-
tions unless wo recover'the diamond?"

A happy thought struck mo as ho spoke.
"If your .object, Harold, is entirely the recov-

ery of tho diamond, and not tho punishment
of tho thief, I havo a suggestion to make, and
it may be, after all, that if we discover the
stono first wo may learn more afterward. Let
us havo down this great mesmerist and
thought-reade- who is making such a small
commotion just now. We'll tax him (if he'll
come) to conduct us to tho stone. It is prob-

ably still in tho house; tho robbery was dis-

covered so very quickly that even with an
outsido agency in the person of tho gardener.
whom I grant 3'ou I don't like, it is unlikely
this stono can havo got so far as the village
yet."

On this suggestion (made half in jest, half
in earnest) wo eventually decided to act. Tho
robbery had been discovered tho morning be-

fore, and th9 servants had since then been
pretty closely watched, so that, after a fur-

ther talk, which, it is needless to say, went
over and over tho soma ground at least a scoro
of times, each of us attempting to prove to
himself and to tho other that dctoctivo work
was what Providcnco had severally meant us
for, wo camo to tho determination that wo
would ask tho great thought-reade- Profes-
sor Landloy, to come to our assistance.

lj
Tho greatest secrecy, of course, was neces-

sary. Not even Mrs. Cargill should know at
Grstwhoour visitor really was, for our only
hopo of success lay in the chance that if one
of the servants was the thief the atone might
bo still hidden in the house, or perhaps buried
in tho ground outsido, till it could with
greater safety bo removed when tho matter
bad had time to bo partly forgotten.

I went to town early next morning, and
called at onco upon tho learned professor. Ho
was "out," but was to lo in again very soon.

I strolled about tho neighborhood soma time
so as not to miss him, having a shrewd sus-

picion that ho had not yctmado hisappcar-anc- o

at breakfast. Suro enough I found him
at a littlo before noon eating in a languid

manner tho remains of a fowl that had done

duty before and drinking small beer. Know-

ing a littlo of professional men, however, I
recognized tho exigencies of tho caso, and,
after tho usual civilities, explained tho reason

f my call. He was a tall man, rather thin,
with weak eyes, but sufficiently gentlemanly
to IMS muster, both in dress and manner.

Bather to my surprise ho readily agreed to j

accompany mo and postpone for a few days

tho private engagements wni?u ne uauun
hand at tho limo; but in tho course of our
journey down (for wo returned that night)

tho reason of his compliance came out. llo
w khed to include tho robbery in his a

and all that I could sav to the co:i-trar- y

would not convinco him that my friend
would scarcely care for his namo to bo mixed

up in the matter. After considerable dis-

cussion wo thought it best to inform Mrs.

Cargill later in the evening who and what
our visitor really was..

Tho professor explained to ui that, as Mrs.
Cargill "knew tho diamond and had worn it
to long, she was tho ono who, with her hand
in his, rould best communicate to him where
to lead her. "If," said he, "tho day is clear
and bright, I lead you to the
spot, Mrs. Cargill, provided you havo suffi-

cient strength of mind to keep your ideas
fixed entirely upon tho stone. You must kc;
it vividly before j our mind's eye, and I
lead you to it, if it is in the house ir
grounds ''

Nothing had occurred in the household sineo
my departure in the morning, and the robber
(whoever he was) must now, wo judged, bo
beginning to feel somewhat easier in mind;
to in eavj of his deeming it necessary to alter
tho probablo hiding placo of tho stone, wo
determined upon immediate action, deciding
io commence next morning at daybreak,

tho woild would bo properly awake. Tho
professor did not much appreciate the idea of
such an early Btart, but wo succeeded in over-

coming his scruples, and it was arranged be-

fore we parted for bed that wo should all
meet in tho dining room at : o'clock next
morning.

Mrs. Cargill was down before me, and
Harold shortly after. Of course, wo were all
before tho time, and to wait in dumb silence
(even with the prospect of a most interesting
experiment) for twenty minutes iti tho cold
dawn was anything but lively. At length
tho professor appeared, looking, wo were

to see. eoual to his business. Wc had
left tho front door ajar in caso of need, as it
was our impression (so thorough a search
having already been mado inside) that tho
objoct of our quest must bo w ..Lout tho
house. It was rather eeriowork form all,
except tho professor, who was equal to the
occasion and seemed to scent tho battle, so to
speak, in the shape of somo far-of- f diamond
which ho liad never seen.

At S:12, then, Mrs. Cargill took tho pro-

fessor's hand, ho having been previously
blindfolded "Not," ho said, "that such a
thing was nccessar-- , but it calmed his power
of thought to somo extent' Harold and I
retired a few steps, and tho silence for sev-

eral minutes was deathlike. At last the pro-

fessor made a step, another, and then to us
onlookers it seemed as if certainty had re-

placed doubt Ho went straight to tho door,
Mrs. Cargill following (and we, too.dkercotly),
down thoavenuo to tho first turning, and
then bang against tho fence in a mat dis-

turbing manner. This little incident seemed
to have upset his train of thought, and it was
some minutes before he seemed to grasp the

situation.
It was a fortunrfle thing tliat tho morning

was fine, though tlie grass looked abominably
wet I inwardly shuddered at tho idea that,
had there been a gate, wo should have felt
obliged to ojwn it, and take to tho grass; and
catching Harold's eyl, we both felt somewhat

guilty, as though wo might be shirking some-

thing. But tho "something" was not to bo

shirked. Tho professor calmly commenced to
climb the paling, which, as his ono hand was

occupied, and as ho was an exceedingly
man, obviously never born for feats of

agility, seemed rather an extraordinary pro-

ceeding. Over ho would go, however, and
over Mrs. Cargill must go with him; when a
man is in a trance he is very unreasonable;
how Mrs. Cargill stood it I cannot tell, savo

that sho herself was, perhaps, a little affected.

We were helping them quietly over when
the professor got into a most unaccountable

hurry, and, had wo not both devoted our at-
tention to Mrs. Cargill, sho and her leader
must havo fallen and the train of thought
been probably broken. AVe had been asked
to maintain a discreet silence, but I could al-

most havo sworn I caught a smothered ex-

clamation from Harold as Mrs. Cargill's foot
was brought smartly round upon tho side of
his head, owing to tho professor's unreasona-
ble haste.

Once over the paling tho scent seemed to
have grown weaker. Of course there was no
hesitation in tho avenuo, nd a very evident
absence of such feeling when palings had to
bo surmounted; but onco on tho dewy grass
things might bo taken more easily. I went
back to tho palings to join Harold, and wo
left tho pair to themselves till they got fairly
across the field. Then tho professor seemed to
recognize tho proximity of another paling,
and we had to run to bo in time to help them
over. Wo were getting more used to it now,
and Mrs. Cargill was bearing up wonderfully.
"Wo handed them over without any mishap,
save that tho professor's foot got twisted in
the fenco, and his boot (ono of those clastic-side- d

monstrosities and very old) came off in
tho struggle to extricate him.

It was by this time thoroughly light; wo
must have been out for nearly half an hour
and as yet had done nothing but climb palings
and get our feet very wet Still, it certainly
seemed that there might bo somo method in
this madness, and so on wo went, more slowly
now, owing to the brushwood, which happily
was not very thick. Suddenly tho professor
stopped, in so decided a manner that I could
not but think it possiblo that we were near the
object of our search. Ho was at tho moment
just opposite a thick laurel bush. Hooked
hastily at Harold, who appeared as confident
as mj'self that wo must have como to some-

thing to cause such a decided and prolonged
stop. A few minutes of silence and suspenso
passed liko hours; then, a step forward, and
the professor commenced to stoop slowly
dowuwaid, w hen wo heard a rustling among
tho laurel leaves, and a fox slunk out from tho
other sido of tho bush and made off through
tho wood. This distracted my attention for a
moment, and when I looked round tho pro-
fessor had resumed his usual stiff-back- atti-
tude. Wo waited for full five minutes.
"What had gono wrong! Where was tho pro-
fessor's promise? Was there nothing in tho
bush after all?

Ho slowly relaxed Mrs. Cargill's hand: "It
is no use, gentlemen; lean do nothing mora
justnowl" Bat why? What was tho lca-bon- ?

Why step him&elf just as discovery ap-
peared certain? The professor could under-
stand it no more than wc. "I camo here," ho
said, "guided by Mrs. Cargill's thought. I
don't know where 1 am. I had tho diamond
or tho clew to it, five minutes ago; now it is
lost. Whether Mrs. Cargill had ceased to as-

sist mo or not I cannot tell. But I know I
can do nothing mora just now."

It seemed best, if wo wished to preserve any
secrecy in tho matter, to mako our way homo
as quick as we could. I gave tho professor
his boot, and Mrs. Cargill (who was some-
thing exhausted) my arm; and wo returned,
gloomily, almost as wo had come, that is to
say, uy tno snoriest onu inosc curacs way.
Wo were all too disgusted with tho professor
to be able to discuss the matter amicably with
him at tho moment, so we parted quietly and
liko guilty creatures in the hall to court tho
sleep which we all legan to feel would bo
beneficial.

His explanations later in tho day mado the
matter no clearer. Ho was certain that ho
had been on the track (and it certainly had
looked liko it), but tho reason for tho suddon
stop ho could not tell. Still, in tho end, ho
managed to talk us over, and Mrs. Cargill
was induced to go through tho experiment
again; but this time we were to start where
wo had left off. Ono thing alono tho pro-

fessor would st. car to; the diamond could not
Lo in tho house, else ho would never have gono
outside. Also lie informed us that his foot,
notwithstanding his thick stocking, was con-

siderably tho wcrje for wear.
Tho hour ut length camo again. Harold

and I had decided to dispense w ith sleep. Mrs.
Cargill aud the pi'ofersor turned up very punc-

tually within a fow seconds of one another.
Tho morning was clear and frosty. Wo

walked to tho laurel bush, where, having
blindfolded tho processor as before, Mrs. Car-

gill took his hand. lie soon started off, tak-

ing ro notice of tho lauicl bush, but away
through tho wood. We must havo been walk-

ing for several minute, and ac a pretty quigk
pace, when, like an evil omen, a fox (proba-

bly tho one wo had reen on the previous night)
sprang out of a clump of und-rwo- and van-- i

hod among tho trees.
It was tho same story over again. Our

leader's pace slackened, then ho stopped.
Could it bo that a fox was, as it were, a non-

conducting agent? I put tho question to tho
piofessor; nay, I further hinted that, perhaps,
when in a mcsmciic state tho sense of smell
might be so heightened that ho had been fol-

low ing liko a foxhound, for two nights in suc-

cession, this evil denizen of tho woods. Ho
put tho suggestion aside with scorn, hut tho
more I thought tho mere I felt there might bo
something i'l it, and Harold so far agreed
with mo as to quootiontha learned professor

n.t day as to , bother ho lwd o cr been fond
of banting.

Wchad rrone homo as befo.'o:.' I'-ii- ;

wo had retired to our rooms, slumbered lato
and met for fresh discussion, all to no pur-

pose. Mrs. Cargill wished to give up tho at
tempt and call in tho detectives, naroiu ana
Iwcie inclined somowhat ignominiously lo
agree. But wc had forgotten tho professor;
his blood was up; cur taunts on tho subject
of fox hunting had aggravated him more
than wo had fancied. Prove himself right ho
would; his honor, ho insisted, was at stake; ho
must be successful in tho end. Ho appealed
to Mrs. Cargill to stand by him, and the long
and tho short of it was that sho agreed to
mako a third and last trial, tho professor
on his side promising that it should bo the
very last.

It rained hard all the evening, and at day-

break when wo met it was so damp, dreary
and misty that wo all felt relieved when tho
professor asked us to leave matters alono for
n day and givo his last attempt every possiblo
chance.

All this timo things in tho household had
l)een going on quietly enough, and it seemed
as though the servants had quite mado up
their minds that no further search was in-

tended. The only fresh circumstance that
camo to light was that tho gardener's kennel,
formerly occupied by a tamo fox for which
he had a great affection, was observed to bo
empty. Tho man affirmed that tho animal
had slipped its collar tho day before. Wc
could oidy question him casually on tho sub-

ject, but it seemed likely that tho animal,
whoso scent had proved too strong for the pro-

fessor, was the ono w Inch the gardener affirmed
only to have escaped on the previous day.
The animal, ho said, was bound to como back
for its meals sooner or later, but wo did not
altogether agree with him on that point

Daybreak next morning saw us again as-

sembled in the dining room, and we left the
house to recommence business in the wood

ft hero ro had last stopped. It was a fine,
clear morning, and gave promise of a glorious
day. The professor was on his mettle. Us
had said to us: 'I will succeed
and to succeed ho evidently intended.

Ho stood for a few minutes, blindfolded a
usual, before he took Airs. Cargill's hand, and
then commenced to move forward, but in an
opposite direction to that he had been taking
when he had lost the clew before. On he went,
and on, right through the wood, till thoafTair
began to grow tiresome. He was going well

y certainly; he had kept us at it a good
long time; but "if we were only going to get a
few hundred yards every night, and perhaps
not find the stone after all, we might as well
give the matter up entirely. Harold appeared,
from the frown upon his face, to havo begun
to consider matters in this light too. when tho
professor, who had been going at a fair pace,
suddenly stopped. It seemed to mo only
natural that, as he had gone further than ho

had ever gono before ho should stop. His
mind could stand th strain no looser.

After considerable hesitation, however, ne
turned slowly to the left, bent over sdino
thick brushwood and gradually stretced out
his hand. "It's that fox again to a certain-
ty," whispered Harold to me; "tho professor's
as mad as a March hare." No signs of tho
fox, though, end tho professor was well into
the bush; if tho diamond was there, surely a
sudden flash of thought would assist him; but
it was not likely to bo there any more than
our friend the fox, who would certainly havo
made off long before now.

Ere my ideas were completed tho flash
of thought did come. A sudden dart down-

ward on tho part of the professor was instan-
taneously succeeded by a frightful yell that
rang through the woods. Mrs. Cargill's hand
was dropped in a second, and it seemed as
though the professor was engaging blindfold-
ed in somo awful struggle with a foe whom
nono of us had yet seen.

It was tho fox after alL Tho professor had
tracked him down this time, if not to his den,
at least to the trap in which the animal was
struggling.

Certes, ho was pretty severely punished for
hi3 fox hunting propensities! Foxes don't
usually attack until driven to the last ex-

tremity, and tho professor must havo forced
tho animal to tho furthest point it could go
with tho trap on its foro paw ere he mado
that sudden divo which was so disastrous for
him. Had it not been that tho learned man's
hand was most terribly bitten we should have
been struck with tho absurdity of tho scene.
Mrs. Cargill had had a great fright; the pro-

fessor was in a towering rage, not merely at
tho injury done to his hand, but that ho
should after all have again tracked down his
fox; so Harold and I were alono in any con-

dition for action. Tho professor swore that
ho must kill the fox that had so bitten him,
and so great was his wrath and haste that ho
would scarcely wait till he had stanched his
wound with a handkerchief.

I took Mrs. Cargill to somo little distance,
and when I returned the fox was well-nig- h

demolished by tho aid of a stout stick, with
which tho professor had promptly avenged
himself.

He was calmer now, and as wc were talking
over the littlo excitement of the moment ho
gave it as his decided opinion that either Mrs.
Cargill must, unknown to herself, have been
wearing tho diamond all the time, or tho fox
must havo swallow cd it. The last idea seemed
to havo something in it, and ho was so-- im-

pressed with it that the only course to con-

vince him (for wo had begun to doubt his
sanity) seemed to be to dissect tho animal
there and then. I left them to inform ill

of our last resolve when a shout o
joy from tho professor and of surprise from
Harold made me hastily turn to rejoin them.
Mrs. Cargill, hearing tho shout, was with us
in a trice.

Tho diamond had been found ! The fox had
not bwallowcd it, but tied tightly round its
neck, rouchly sewed up in a pieco of brown
leather, was tho missing stone.

Tho professor was exultant; his wound was
forgotten; ho had been right, after alL

But who was tho thief? Some ono must
have committed tho diamond to the fox's
care. Was. it truo that the animal had
slipped its collar; or had tho culprit freed It
for greater safety, in tho belief that it would
return for its meals? Only tho gardener
could tell usr and ho would probably not miss
his fox till the morning.

Excited, as wo were, wo talked It all over in
tho wood and were considerable later than
usual in getting home, where we parted at
once silently, retiring to our several chambers
to take tho rest we had so well earned, after
mutual compliments all around.

Wo had decided that tho gardener alono
could be tho thief , and that wo would con-

front him with tho chargo in the morning
but we had reckoned without our host I When
wo assembled for breakfast, tho professor
with his hand wrapped up in most ungainlj
fashion, Mrs. Cargill met us with a blank
face A note, which tho servant had found
Vi tho silver chest somo minutes since, ex
plained ail. It was a filthy pieco of work
manship, but still legible, anu tno contents,
alas! too plainly spoko tho truth. It ran as
follows:

Missus, i seen you and tho ginllemen too
nitcswaukin about the woods lookinformi
fox. You Kant find him c:iy more than me
ro imo off. I hop you may ketch mi fox i

kant so mc and my pals tuk a few spuncs
Your obodiaiit sirvent,

To:i Blak.
p3 thenks lor levin tho dcor opin.
Tho professor was tho only ono who mado n

heai ry breakfast. He had proved the power
of thought reading; it was our fault, not his,
that tho gardener had been too sharp for us.
Now, of course, we had tho detectives down;
but we never caught Mr. Black. "Tuk a fow
epunc3 iasted!'' I should rather think ho had ;

there was not a pieco of plate left in the house.
MacmiUan's Magazine.

ltidiculimr America's Social Condition..
I my last trip across, going- - to Europe, I

made tho acquaintance of a young London
gentleman who was inclined to ridicule tho
social condition of things in America. lie
said American aristocracy was founded
solely on tho possession of wealth; that they
loved money so well that they absolutely
toadied to it I told him that he was entirely
mistaken, at least to a great degree; that tho
aristocracy of America was governed mora
by cougeniality than by wealth. For in
stance, were lie to go o a recepuon m 'imer-ic-a,

ho would find tho teacher, professional
people of small means, tho moderate- - man of
business, clerla, and so on, side by side with
gentlemen worth their millions, and that the
nativo American never loves money to that
extent that he will sacrifice his prido to ob-

tain it. For instance, a nativo American w as
never known to wear tho livery of a coach-

man, so littl did ho caro for money to tho ex-

tent of being willing to deck his person in
brass buttons and a stovepipe hat w ith a
cockado on it, and that wo were obliged to
import Englishmen and Irishmen to ear our
liveries! That alone shows tho difference be-

tween the independent American citizen and
tho inilln: s of English Uriah Heeps. Tho
gentleman looked a little worked up and the
subject was dropped. But I gloried a little in
the shot I gave him. Cor. Cleveland Leader.

Tho bulls used in the Spanish bull fights
cost $400 a piece delivered in Madrid.

Let Us Xot be Harsh.
Let us not be harsh with the politicians. If

it wasn't for politics many men who are too
lazy to earn their living with their bonds
nould be paupers. Texas Siftings.

The 3Iascullne Comtcsc do Paris.
The ComtcssD do Paris is to her husband

what steam is to the locomotive. He would
be inert without her. Sho is a woman of
masculine habits, although devoid of much
intellectual capacity. Notwithstanding her
inanish ways, she has been a mother eight
times, and has six livini children. Having
been brought up in Spain in the midst of the
intrigues her father, the Due de ilontpcnsicr,
fomented against Isabella when she was
queen, she is ready for anything in tho way
of a political plot, and has a partiality for
tho pronunciamento. Her tastes are eques-

trian and sylvan. She is fond of hunting,
shooting, and could drive a d as
cleverly as any member of the coaching club.

Early to bed and early to rise is her way.
Her noso is long and hooked, and dips at the
end. The Graces and she are utter stran-
gers. Her voice is strong, and tho liabit of
speaking to deaf relations has robbed it of all
music unless when she sings. It is then a
fine mezzo-sopran- She is masterful in the
direction of her household, and shows the
family passion for saving money. The mar-

riage of her brother Antonio to the Infanta
Eulalia is said to have been a cause of disap-
pointment to her. Had he died unman led.
or without issue, before his father, she woulq
havo been tho solo heiress of ths Due da
Montpensier, who is, as the world knows.

Donnously rich. Modnx Society.
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CALL AND SEE US.--

J. A. TALMADGE ! CO.

Wholesale and Retail Dealers
230 North Main Street.

We are Now Open With the Largest Stock of

Crockery, China Glassware,
Lamp Goods and Rieh Fancy Goods.

To be Found West of the Missouri River.

We respectfully solicit an inspection of our stock and
the state for the same class of

goods. .

s. eozrxE.
C0ZINE

President.

Y.

SPALTON.

I2,BL ESTATE AQ-BNT- S.

City Proyerty and Farms for Sale-.-Ren- ts Collected and Taxes Paid.

Correspondence Solicited. Business Promptly Attendedto.

156 N. MAIN ST. - WICHITA, KANSAS.

i i EAGLE
Town-Si- te

WICHITA, KAN.,

Haw for sale, on lino of WICHITA &

north-we- at of Wichita, town lota at new towns of

MAIZE, 9 Miles

CQLWICE, 14

AKDALE, 20

MTHOPE, 26

HAVEN,. 33

ELMER,
on

,

of and can

Company,

from WICHITA.

WICHITA.

COLORADO RAILROAD

431

Trains are-no- running regularly Railroad
Hutchinsoa.- -

from to

be had "as eeb forth

call Geo. W.

are in the ot

Maps Totoqb Pricoo

At call on N. P. Koo
At call on H.

At Oolwich,

At Call on of

T. H. and W. S. for Mt. lot .

At Call on Ash 4r

call on J. A.

THE CO." FOR LOTS IN

to

Thifl is at of Ft. Scott and W. & O.
mile west of on Big and are very
lota. cara are now in thlfc
with the eaat side of the river.

Price List of this can

P. Cr. & Wichita.
N. F. "

Loan

j y

SlT

it

WICHITA.

Wichita

hreinaflor :.

on Stoenrod;

These towns best portion

Sedgwick County, Kansas.

Wichita, Kiedorlander or Harris;
Maiae. Londenelagrer;

Andalc, Bank Andate.

Randall Mackie, Hopo

Haven, Cnarles- -

At'.Elmer, Meyer.

"EAGLE HAVE ALSO SA1JS

hjunctioiiTown Company" Addition

Wichtia.

Addition junction Railroads
one-ha-lf Bridge Arkanaae river,
desirable Street operation, connecting
Addition

Addition

SMYTH SONS,
NIBDEBLANDEB,

ANGLO-AMERICA- N Offloe.

be peen by calling on:

KOS HARRIS. Wichita.
P. V. HEALY.
O. MARTINSON,

RidMt ob said Addition

if.,., - vSicSJiJ;&-- . .. ..- .KiSusA; JU&JLt jga&iftsws ,'&Sf,5j- '-
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